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DEATH OF A GAUCHO

Gaucho Juan Velazquez

It is with sadness and loss that | have to
report the death of Juan Velazquez. Juan
died of a massive stroke on the morning
of April 15.

Juan had been with the Gauchos for
some 10 years and had been active in
most of the parade in that period, the last
one being the Festival of States Parade
last Saturday (April 12). Juan was a very
private and quiet man who enjoyed his
family, but also enjoyed being a Gaucho.
Juan and Doug Vance had worked
together for a number of years and it was
Doug who persuaded Juan to join the
Gauchos. He will be missed by those
Gauchos who knew him well.

The Gaucho Association offers their
sympathies to his family and friends.

COMMENTS

Well, 1 am back in the parade scene
again and seem to have been running
from one parade to the next since my
return from vacation overseas.

My observations of the parades that |
attended was from good too not so good

and you have to see my comments under
each of the parades that the Gauchos
attended.

2008 PARADE DATES

May 2

Clearwater Fun’N’Sun Parade

At the time of writing this newsletter we
have not received any information on the
parade nor can we find anything on the
Clearwater website to indicate that this
parade is going to take place

An e-mail will be forwarded next week
to indicate the status of this parade.

September 20
Gaucho-Fest 2008

October 25
30th Annual Fantasy Fest Parade, Key
West

PHOTO OF THE MOMENT
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SANT ‘' YAGO
KNIGHT PARADE

This parade was held on February 16"
and we had a turn out of just under a 100
Gauchos. After conferring with Ralph
Fisher we come up with approx the same
number. The weather was dry but there
seem to be mix up with the location of
the floats in the staging area. We had
been located at position #40 but for
some reason due to our location in the
staging area we ended up at the #4
location

ROUGH RIDERS — ST. PATRI CK’

NIGHT PARADE

This parade was held on March 15", As
| was not able to attend this parade | can
only go on the feed back that I received
from others. For this parade | believe
that we had a reasonable turnout.

CHASCO FIESTA STREET PARADE.
This parade was held on March 29" and
was not only able to attend the parade
but also Choppers party at his house.

For this parade we had about 25
Gauchos turn up. Good weather, good
crowd and good turnout of Gauchos.
Thanks again to Gaucho Chopper for
opening up this house prior to the
parade.

FESTIVAL OF STATES NIGHT
PARADE.

This was held on Thursday April 3rd and
we started the parade at position #11.
The parade started at 7pm with a parade
of the vehicles that were taking part in
the St.Petersburg Grand Prix. Due the
Grand Prix some roads that normally
formed part of the parade route, were
closed, so the parade route was shorted
and the parade ended before 8pm. There
was only about 20 units in the parade
and it somewhat lacked the color of the

| L L UMlusbbA MueiDated Night parade. There
was 6 Gauchos in costume and four who
acted as bartenders.

Stu Greene who acted as one of our
bartenders had a slight mishap with the
sidewalk.

This deserves a “Purple Heart”

FESTIVAL _ OF
PARADE.

This parade was held last Saturday
(April 12). The Parade started 10am and
followed the wusual route thru the
downtown area and along the water
front. We had 12 Gauchos in costume
and couple of Gauchos acting as
bartenders. Due to Easter being early
and the lack of the snowbirds the crowds
were small.

STATES DAY

NEW GAUCHOS

We are now reached our maximum
membership of 150, with the acceptance
of the last two applicants.

Christopher Bailey is sponsored by
Chris Turcotte, lives in Brooksville and
is a Deputy

Tom_ Cawley is sponsored by David
Tolls, lives in Tampa and is retired.




GAUCHO-FEST 2008

The date for this event is September 20"
and will be held at the American Legion
Hall at Florida and Sligh Avenues

Food will be provide in the form of pork,
chicken, black beans and yellow rice.
There will be free beer and we will also
include A Doug &
Famous K. A.
Each Gaucho will be given two
complementary tickets. All Gauchos will
have to RSVP by e-mail or phone either
to myself or Greg Heid as we have to
final numbers for the food. Additional
guests will be changed $25.00 per
couple.

All this infor_mation will be sent out in a
flyer with the complementary tickets
closer to the time of the event.

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THE
THIS DATE “GAUCHOS-FEST i
SEPTEMBER 20™ FROM 7pm TILL
12 MI DNI GHTO®

CONGRATULATIONS to Scott
McPherson on becoming the Mayor of
New Port Richey

WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM
Still want friends to join, then look for
the Application Form on our website at
www.gauchoassn.com.

An acknowledgement will be forwarded
to every application as it is received.

Please keep me informed of any
changes you make to your address
and telephone numbers. (whether it is

e-mail or home address) If youd on 0t

inform me then you may miss out on
important parade information
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You can reach me the following
numbers

(Home) 813-788-5824 (24/7)
(Cell) 813-843-8500

Or e-mail me at:
gauchos.parade.info@gmail.com
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Gaucho
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That’s it for now.

David J.Smith
VP — Membership
Gauchos.Parade.Info@gmail.com
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